WH(: 


r 


n 


L 


iX)C  /i!TT  UO.  220  P  Page  i 

foreign  Relations  of  the  United  Statcs-Jaoan  1931-1941,  Vol.  II,  po.  285-288 
8.6B.0l/?2 

i'-.emoranaum  by  tho  Secretary  of  State 

(Washington, )  Kay  16,  1  40. 

The  Ambassador  of  Japan  colled  ot  his  own  roquepf.  .-e  did  not  mention 
tho  Philippine  Immigration  Bill,  or  the  reported/ Japrnose  disturbances 
in  Peru,  or,  expressly,  the  Netherlands  Indies,  or  the  status  of 
uropeen  armod  foi'ces  in  China.  At  the  beginning  of  the  conversation  I 
mndo  roferenoe  to  the  increased  uintt  of  var  and  chaos  in  other  parts 
of  the  -orld  rad  the  terrible  destructive  offoctu  of  it  in  every  way, 
adding  that  it  appeared  more  rnd  more  re  if  no  largo  country,  much  less 
n  small  country,  was  safe  from  seme  aggressive  intervention  by  force  in 
one  vey  or  another,  and  that  about  tho  only  thing  a  nation  could  do  was  to 
arm  to  tho  Uoth  and  be  ready  for  any  oericus  interference  with  its  rights 
and  interests  by  the  use  of  military  force  or  the  threat  of  force,  I  said 
that,  fortunately,  as  was  sho^m  todry  An  Congress,  and  as  was  apparent  all 
ovor  the  nation  since  the  more  recent  invasions  of  helpless  peaceful 
nations  for  purposes  of  their  destruction,  the  American  people  have  now 
ecomo  thoroughly  awakened,  aroused  ard  -lort  in  regard  to  any  threatened 
injurios  to  American  rights  and  inter  sta,  and  that  this  was  a  matter  of 
groat  gratification  to  those  of  us  in  churgo  of  the  foreign  affairs  of  tho 
nation. 

The  Ambassador  then  proceeded  at  groat  length  to  question  and  cross- 
examine  mo  about  the  "etherlands  "art  Indies,  comprising  Curacao  and  Aruba. 

I  er.ir*  that,  o  course,  my  Government  and.  the  other  tvonty^-one  American 
Republics  wo^ld  not  consider  for  a  moment  any  departure  from  their 
traditional  jolicy  relating  to  the  safety  of  this  hemisphere,  and  if  that 
was  whAt  the  Ambassador  hoc  in  mind,  I  could  make  that  statement  together 
with  the  further  statement  that  &b  soon  as  this  Government  learned  of  the 
foot  that  British  and  French  vessels  patrolling  the  waters  near  Curacao 
and  Aruba  were  offtriiv  potential  aid  to  the  wth  rlande  Government  in 
preventing  possible  sabotage  and  possible  armed  expedition?  from  the 
mainland  intended  to  seiz^  the  governments  on  one  or  both  of  those 
possessions,  such  as  governments  are  often  eeizod  in  South  American 
countries,  this  Government  procee.od  to  assemble  the  facts  as  expeditiously 
as  possible  in  regard  to  the  ability  of  Net her lands  guards  and  citizens 
in  Curacao  and  Aruba  to  protect  the  islands  and  tluir  governments  from 
such  dangers.  I  further  stated  that  it  was  my  understanding  that  the 
British  and  1  ronch  patrols  were  in  no  sense  i.it(  rf- ring  with  tho 
ftotherlauds  government  on  thee  t*-0  islands,  but  were  recognizing  the  . 
authority  of  these  governments  during  tho  brief  temporary  time  deemed 

.nTr:y.t0  in  8F'fp6uardin€  against  tho  dangers  already  mentioned, 
and  that  thoy  have  made  it  clear  that  thereafter  thoir  patrols  will  not 
olfor  any  guards  for  additional  protootion  in  connoction  with  their 
continuod  petrol  work,  and  hence  tliore  cannot  arise  the  slightest  question 
®£_int®ffor®no°  vith  the  traditional  African  policy  relating  to  its  own 
protootion  from  possible  dangers  from  a  ..-oad.  Furthermore,  tho  Netherlands 
n.  vernm.  nt  would  bo  expected  to  sonl  f  .broad  any  additional  cunrds  that 

°  rvur‘d  to  be  n  e  od.  Thr  '.dor  did  not  seem  to  be  satisfied 
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with  any  sort  of  answer  I  made.  He  con*. limed  with  jn  ^reasingly 
minute  cross-examination  as  it  wore.  X  6udc.only  one 
interrupted  him  and  with  right  Inquired  of  him  if  hi.  Go^rnmont 
had  sent  him  to  me  to  ask  nl'.l  iheea  t.otaiXgd  quoetione  about  a 
matter  of  no  importance  to  hie  Government  or  to  any  other  govornmen , 
and  if  his  Government  had  sent  him  to  go  into  this  almost  interminable 
examination,  I  deoired  now  to  know  what  the  motiro  and  purpose  of  his 
Government  was  for  doing  so.  1  said  that  there  would  never  be  any 
friction  between  my  Government  and  any  otner  govt rnnent  on  amount  of 
anything  unlawful  or  unfair  that  my  Government  ar.y  do,  but  that  it 
SSild  bo  c.uo  to  something  unlawful  that  another  government  may  do. 

I  added  that  I  had  devoted  moor  of  the  past  sevon  years  to  effort 
understanding  and  poieefut  relation-  between  our  two  Governments. 

I  then  picked  up  two  or  three  pages  of  material  whl^h 
via  the  nows  ticker  from  Tokyo,  in  which  the  onppnoee  Goyernnont  is 
reported  to  be  discussing  every  dry  cr  two  some  phases  of  toe  *®*J®J“ 
lands  Sast  Indies  and  it.  suppasea  special  rights  ln  thl“*  *  da„k  a8 
I  had  not  intended  to  show  v;n  this,  that  it  had  Just  come  to  my  desk  as 
the  Ambassador  came  in,  but  I  remarked  vith  emphasis  that  it  had  bec^ 
thought  that  the  Japanese  Governme  nt  ancl  the  Governments  .  . 

States,  Groat  Britain  and  France  had  each  and  all 

prior  commitment  that  each  was  obligated  to  respect  the  status  puo  in  the 
Motherland.  Bast  Indies  and  I  had  thought  that  settled  the  natter  as 
among  our  four  countries,  since  each  country  unequivocally  Pj®**®j 
to  roepoot  the  statue  quo,  but  I  added  that  notwithstanding  the  efforts 
of  many  of  us  to  maintain  a  thorough  understanding  with  tho  Government  Oj. 
JapX  there  was  continually  coning  out  of  Tokyo  additional  discussions  of^ 
tho  Motherlands  East  Indies  as  though  the  commitment  to  respect  and  preserve 
tho  statu,  quo  had  not  been  made.  I  said  that  those  were  nows  reports  and 
I  mveolf  was  slow  to  pccredit  them,  but  that  tho  tenor  of  th«  P 
interfered  vith  tho  efforts  of  the  Ambassador  and  °y90Jf  ^  L0 

preserve  understanding  and  fair  play  and  fair  treatment  between our  two 
countries  by  causing  misunderstanding  and  increasing  hostility  on  the  p^rt 
of  tho  people  in  oach  country.  I  said  that  I  vould  make  no  <'0J?  _ 

about  tho  matter  if  that  was  a  cart  of  tho  newspaper  policy  in  “W*-  1 
added  finally  that  ny  Government  strives  for  poace  year  in  and  y  \ 

it  desires  at  all  tines  to  avoid  controversy,  and.  therefore,  if  controversy 
or  isos,  the  fault  will  not  lie  at  the  door  f  this  ^wernment.  I  i ^aid 
further  that  in  our  constant  desire  and  constant  effort  to  pr  ... 
preserve  peace,  both  with  other  countries  and  among  other  countries, 
hoped  that  this  attitude  of  ours  vould.  not  be  misunderstood. 

The  Ambassador  undertook  in  reply  to  disclaim  any  purpose  of 
Government  to  send  him  to  me  to  enter  into  tho  long 
he  was  subjecting  mo  when  interrupted.  He  then  reptatod 
ment  was  entirely  satisfied  vith  the  situation  following 
of  tho  statue  quo  in  roenect  to  tho  r.ethorlnnde  Indios  by  each- 
governments  interested,  and  that  it  had  no  purpose  to  raise  any _furthe 
controversy  in  that  connection  unless  pcrchanco  tho  ritish  or  French 
should  land  troops  there  to  protect  T  r-nr’-d  that,  alnoc  ^  1  t 
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with  any  sort  of  answer  I  made,  Ho  continued  with  an  increasingly 
minute  cross— examination  a a  it  woro .  X  suddenly  and  emphatically 
Interrupted  him  and  with  right  1ricv.tr  jA  of  him  if  his  Government 
had  sent  him  to  me  to  ask  a!'.l  ihoce  detailed  questions  about  a 
matter  of  no  importance  to  hio  Government  or  to  any  other  government, 
and  if  his  Government  had  sent  him  to  go  into  thiQ  almost  interminable 
examination,  I  de3lrcd  now  to  know  what  the  motivo  and  purpose  of  his 
Government  was  for  doing  so,  1  said  that  there  would  never  be  any 
friction  between  my  Government  and  any  otner  government  on  account  of 
anything  unlawful  or  unfair  that  n*y  Government  may  do,  but  that  it 
would  bo  c.uo  to  something  unlawful  that  another  government  may  do. 

I  added  that  I  had  devoted  moot  of  tho  past  sevon  years  to  efforts  at 
understanding  and  po^oofu’L  relations  between  our  two  Governments. 

I  then  picked  up  two  or  three  page  a  of  material  which  had  come  in 
via  the  nows  ticker  from  Tokyo,  in  which  the  Japanese  Government  ia 
reported  to  be  discussing  every  day  rr  two  some  phases  of  the  iiether- 
lands  Hast  Indies  and  Its  eupposcu.  special  rights  in  thorn.  1  stated  that 
I  had  not  intended  te  sho-’  h in  thie,  thr-t  it  had  Just  como  to  my  desk  as 
tho  Ambassador  came  in,  but  I  remarked  with  omphasis  that  it  had  been 
thought  that  the  Jppanosc  Government;  and  the  Governments  of  the  United 
States,  Groat  Britain  and  Franco  had  each  and  all  repeated  recently  their 
prior  commitmont  that  each  was  obligated  to  respect  the  status  ouo  in  tho 
Hothorlands  East  Indies  and  I  had  thought  that  settled  the  matter  as 
among  our  four  countries,  since  each  country  unequivocally  pledged  itself 
to  roepoot  tho  status  quo,  but  I  rdded  that  notwithstanding  the  efforts 
of  many  of  us  to  maintain  a  thorough  understanding  with  the  Government  of 
Japan,  there  was  continually  coming  out  of  Tokyo  additional  discussions  of 
tho  Netherlands  East  In^loB  as  t  .ough  tho  commitment  to  respect  and  preserve 
tho  status  quo  had  not  been  made,  I  said  that  these  were  nows  reports  and 
I  myself  was  slow  to  accredit  them,  but  that  tho  tenor  of  tho  reports 
interfered  with  the  efforts  of  the  .Ambassador  and  nysolf  and  others  to 
proservo  understanding  and  fair  piny  and  fair  troatmont  between  our  two 
countries  by  causing  misunderstanding  and  increasing  hostility  on  the  part 
of  tho  people  in  each  country.  I  said  that  I  would  make  no  complaint  now 
about  the  matter  if  that  was  e  oart  of  tho  newspaper  policy  in  -japan.  I 
added  finally  that  ny  Government  strives  for  peace  year  in  and  year  out  and 
it  desires  at  all  tines  to  avoid  controversy,  and,  therefore,  if  controversy 
arises,  the  fault  will  not  lio  at  the  door  of  thie  Government.  I  said 
further  that  in  our  constant  desire  and  constant  effort  to  pronot  and 
preserve  peace,  both  with  other  countries  and  among  other  countries,  I 
hoped  that  this  attitude  of  ours  would  not  be  misunderstood. 

The  Ambassador  undertook  in  reply  to  disclaim  any  purpose  of  his 
Government  to  send  him  to  me  to  enter  into  tho  long  examination  to  which 
he  was  subjecting  mo  when  Interrupted.  He  then  repeated  that  his  Govern¬ 
ment  was  entirely  satisfied  with  the  situation  following  tho  reiteration 
of  the  status  quo  in  respect  to  tho  E'othorlands  Indies  by  each- of  the  four 
governments  interested,  and  that  it  had  no  purpose  to  raise  any  further 
controversy  in  that  connection  unions  perchanco  the  ritish  or  French 
should  land  troops  there  to  mrotect  vom.  T  r'**' nr^ofl  that,  since  my  / 
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Government  v'oe  intore»toJ;  7.  hat.  node  inqu’.rioa  of  the  British  and  the  French, 
and  gathered  the  unequiv.  j&:  uv?  Landing  fcliav  they  had  no  idea  vhatover  to 
intervene  in  the-  No tho. laud.  jua-it  .'n:V..<  *  in  any  way. 

The  Anbnsondor  tht  a  made  .-ca.-  .  to  the  Monroe  Doctrine  in 

connection  with  the  ’  ot*  i.ii  ■.».  i.  . Lr-.uvt  lo»,  and  I  replied  that  I  had  seemingly 
in  vain  sought  to  point  out  to  h.b  Government.  that,  under  the  Monroo  Doctrino, 
his  country1 e  nerchant  ships  havo  equal  access  to  every  harbor  in  tho 
Wostorn  Hemisphere  (not  including  a  cpocial  arrangement  between  the  United 
States  and  Cuba),  while  under  the  policy  widen  hj.p  Government  is  seeking  to 
impose  in  tho  Pacific  Ocean  n’-tp.,  the  7n.t  u.ta  Status  and  other  countries  are 
to  bo  denlod  oquality  of  tra-io  and  indue cCxal  oppor cunlty  in  every  Chinese 
port,  and  yet  his  Government  acorns  co  look  with  ccnpleconcy  on  this  conflict¬ 
ing  situation. 

1  again  brought  to  hre  alfcert  .cn  tho  Information  contained  in  the  news 
tlckor  report  today  from  fokyo,  \n  which  Jap.’nc  ?e  n&wepapora,  as  stated, 
wore  undertaking  to  keep  alive  ana  rnph’-wlse  sono  supposed  special  interests 
of  Japan  in  tho  xfothena ndc  East  Indies.  I  said  it  seemed  very  surprising 
to  observo  that,  after  tne  Japmeso  Government  had  undortrkm  to  spread  itself 
out  over  the  huge  republic  of  China,  thoro  was  an  intimation  in  tho  news 
roports  that  it  would  not  be  content  unless  it  oxtendod  itself  three  thousand 
miles  beyond  to  modestly  toko  in  the  great  nrcklpolago  comprising  the  East 
Indies,  presumably  with  a  view  of  shutting  out  all  equality  of  trade  oppor¬ 
tunities  among  nations,  while  Japan  would  continue  to  demand  equality  of 
trade  opportunities  in  evory  other  port  of  the  world;  that  there  did  not 
exist  any  selfish  or  other  reason  on  the  part  of  other  nations  to  interfere 
in  tho  least  with  equality  of  trade  opportunities  on  the  part  of  Japan. 

The  Ambassador  again  stated  that  his  Government  was  satisfied  about  the 
letherlands  East  Indies  situation  ir.  the  light  of  the  ronowed  promises  of  each 
of  the  threo  other  governments  interested,  and  that  they  had  no  plans  or 
p'xrposos  to  proceed  there  to  contact  tho  Uethox lands  East  Indies.  I  expressed 
ny  satisfaction  with  his  etatement,  but  again  reminded  him  of  my  difficulty 
to  understand  the  policy  of  the  Jnpanoso  Government  or  the  Japanese  press, 
whichever  it  was,  to  continue  various  liras  of  discussion  indicating  a  claim 
to  sono  sort  of  special  interest  of  Japan  in  the  :etherland8  East  Indies 
situation]  thAt  in  a  recent  statement,  I  had  set  forth  rather  comprehensively 
and  succinctly  the  position  of  this  Government  that  the  status  quo  should  be 
respected  and  preserved  by  each  of  the  four  governments;  that  the  real  question 
prosentod  actually  related  to  the  entire  Pacific  area  and  that  no  further 
elaboration  boyond  ny  recent  statoaont  on  this  subjeot  would  appear  to  add  to 
anything  I  then  said. 

I  still  interpret  the  Ambassador's  visit  as  one  under  instructions  to 
dovolop  a  pretext  to  support  Japan  in  connection  with  its  plans  and 
nurposoe  toward  tho  Netherlands  East  Indies. 


C(  CRDSLL)  H(  ULL) 


l 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/aal  lee/ 


<4 


V  \0  \\  \\  o  N  Q-^yr-i 

^  A.^^)\^A\i'V’  \^S\A- 

\\  —  A  /  '  vW  y  «\  eft  .  o\^  ^ 

4r  fa  *  £js?  .4  -las  ^  M® 

l<JS"l!b'*‘\'«-H<'a  (^v  '5  ) 

>.  -^4  i  -®  if-  W—  A  -j4  ik  ^  v£  "  '  ‘-'■'''  '  f'  r'  ^  • :  S£" 

»?$C-W  ^vrH  — jm(  ii  &  >'  VS*  &  >1  ^  t-  ^  uV 

.y  1  ^  v^^Sb-  ■''^.i^  A^^*'C  Vt  >*-• 
$-5  <; ^ ®'t'\\- 

A  4.L  -<r'ft  -*-^w  -*4-V  V~^  A  -  <V^  '' 

>  -  $  *v 

->■  '9^.  il  iff;  J>  tK*®  C  4<«  n  \\  k/  X  k  4-  §§  V  i'tv  \V  '-$'•••?? 

>\^  ^  *£a*<^a4W 

'.'a <ial^ y ^ ±^&.  «» ss m. iw jm m - *# s'  i4 ^ S,  4- 


"  «d^\  <,  ~  v  t-x-^  iZ,  HT  4fC«s  \\  -\-\  w\  -  » a.*. 

/  -,  -*-  5=) '( <*.■  4  4 1^/  a  i^s  ■=■'  +y*-  j>  4  ®  @'4,'\^-4 
>r'Wi\H'  A'>n-^  A  '  4,  '^-4  ^  ’-Ss  A?^gJ  V  N-*-t< 

^  ^  *|  5> ri^-  'fe)  7C  C^'V  *4-4* a  ^  ^  A 

V>  A  4  ®  ^ (M  4^  4  *4’  ^  <N 

|f-  A^*^7>\^>r'VvJ^^-  A  ®  *$5^  ^  &  %V- 

A  v-  wsAg-^  7a  4®  -v'^:''4  -' 

w  «\  m  i-  >k  ^4  ^  </  a  a4  >■  'y ;  ^  4$-  AC 

y^r?  \V-  -ju  V 


•  — XX  »•  *>!*••  V  *  .W  »•  4  *  %-•  »>- 


ilJ 


/  rmsLr  l  - 

-^L  ^  s- 

^  1*  "»  J^C  //5  f  ^  ^ 

^-7  &V»*. 


Cm  \W%  \$StWaS?'n  HL  'Vv  4  \\^l? 

JO  ^ ^  ^  & '"  ^  ■  4^:*'  $  ^ 


jO  *0*$.  TT^iS.  ^  =& '"  ^  ■$  t  v 

fV  ^  ^  45 ’*> .«  -  »w\  -  u-*.-  c*  v^ 

^  .&®  <  $  *- %  -  iV  4}  A  ®r  ^  v?  ®T-«r '^W 

rx  ^  «r  vV  ~  ^(IVN1  tv?  '•N  V.  ^  '4^ 

^  fS?  'IN-  L  r.vifj^  '.Kf-  ^  ^  I"  *$  X  -4c  t=]  </  ^  ftljb  || 
-jjl  <"  V  A  K  V  s  -fr  *S  '\"Q^  *  *  V  «  #  &  A~  r<v 

^•K'-hr  jK  ii  rr-'^;<  j  'fej  J.^  ff-^'W-'ljlF-ft-N^^r^^ 
OV  ,r.  J  ,i  -\!r  ,1 t#  V-  i  91?  4?  '/^  £■  ir^* 
"  w-^-'W  ts^y  v  v  ^ %  \  ±  - 

^f>\ 

^  -4^2?  A  \t2  \  A  v?  \4  ^  «•  ^  A£  ,\v\ts  y- 

li@V-  -K-ttv-  ^  >c  rn  -f"  4  ^j|4  ,?iK  -t^-  •?-J-'^-Vv 

n-  ^.A£<  V  -  ->  S  W  ^ 

^  x  ^  -$>  to/  V\-  '■  \H  \v  $7  O^A  rH 

'N  ,\kj  AV  isp'*^  «4  rMf?Wj  rt-ACj 1 W ®^T 
,\  '.<_  4  -x  >V  -  V/^J 

^  j  \\  W.  -s  %€  M  ^  v?''  t®  •Vl  ;a'”"'  !k  -  -l' 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/aal  lee/ 


p^  *£  .Mh  K  tF  aK  7<" 4$?  It  ’ippj^  <*  F  *  ^  -  V  (  *  *v3  f£)  ~  ^  A" 

^  t**-"  ^  ~  *  4*  ^ s^i '  ^  ^  3^-  S* ? i>  ^  ^ 

(^  -k  te^^Sf ^  M*  -  k4  >1-  ^  ^  ir  **  V 

,  $ &  «^M»  *  ( %  # ^  ss^*^ -  ^ *-**& 

rfe  .i„\^  /  -»  ntJ  4^ n 

x  *-  —  ijsp^rt  W •'\JJf^ /\£  C  ^  £  b~»&K*-  -"  -1-  &U  v^ 

^V ^v  |4  ^ 

!>\  "  ^  ^  ^  W,J$T*  tG>\  C'F-gSstf?  ^  v$<  jfT^-fiT^wM-l  fVjP-vP**  r'  ^ 


~ -  fj-~J£:  &-"  ^-V*^ f*  =?  ^t7  1^ 

:*®<  ST  ,r'  ^  V  -  4-^  -'  ^®<  /\<r>  r  ,4  -  ;*}£“ >»  n»  o  /•'  <-^~  W  ^  =^ « 

-  ^#->-*-  m\\V^  ^  «\  J^Z <  |\<^  ~-ir2jj  ^  «  P  P  j  ^  ,\  JL.  $^~/A  N — «- 

&<  ^  r  K  =•  4^  )•  M®*  'r  'Mp  $^"x  ^  ^  ^  \  ^  :j-a  v- ^ 

^T  -*-  5&  lF  ^  ^  A  O-.  -■  «^*  *»*.  <«r  ,X  1^0  ^  Cl" — * 

*fF  ££  /$  W  t*-*  ^  ‘tjf  “T*  >  ^  +P*  ^  ii  ^  461  *  lK 

^  ^-J^-*-^  §V  v^  &V  ^ 

-  -'  f >  f>  ^Y^\k  ±>(^'  ‘  r~  C  ±N  4£  *  ^:*  ^ **  ^~ 

yflo  1^  K  -  •^Jp' -^fl.  |i-  v*  -  ^  V  -**^  A  ^I'l*  P~-  A—  «t-^  jjt' 

:  y*.  ^  />£  -  ^ 

^ -»w  V- ^ ^1  -  W  <^  r  V^^£^A-«N 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/aal  lee/ 


•3 

t 


220'? 


<  -r-  ’  ’  »  IT  ■' 

a  i  )  ’  ;  w*  ' 

t>  7  tc  f£  '1'  '"K  ft  x 

■7  **  --,  si  «  *"  *  T 

frft*?  ■  &tf  \ 

&  ^  <  %fsj  'i  *  1  3 

t  ^  ’  7  1  *  ' 

*  »*  i  is  >  t  :  ft. 

"•  *  &  -  ta  I  * 

?  7  ®  §  ^?l  % 

r  *  i*i»  *  7  #;* 

?  "-  -  '  l 

*•  i  ’*  K  V  ’4 

f  if  &  )*i  .*,  ii)  t 


?  & 

i  a 

^  7 

/  c?  • 


i  k  7 *' 

»  ,  *  *  i» 

"7  £  *&  *> 

>■  i  t  » 

*•  *•=-  U  ^ 

^  ’  J  ^ 


V 

T  * 

fit 

fl  (f. 

St  *5- 

*/  * 
ft  • 


i 

>  4 
>}ft  l 

ti 

-r  It 

1  ? 
»L  7  • 

3  X 

ft ; 

'7  -> 

ft  <t 

;  1 
n  r 

y  % 
*?  /2 
17  / 

^7  * 


t  f  ;  v 

| ®T«i? 

’  2  f  ®  7  * 

’  ^  ■;  A  *  > 

?  :,  h  *  *  *f 

ft  -A  vi  r r  *  V 

v-  7  .  £r  x\ 

^  V  Ik  A.  #1 

''  .  *  kh  i  _..  > 


'  ^  fl'N  ^  / 'V  /«.  'JVV. 

''  ^  »  c.  1 

\SI  ti.  7  ^  ^  3 

51  f7  ,  \2  v,r'  -  V37 

L  *  t  4  ^  $  \t- 

’?  ft  ^  ft  5  r 

* t  t- „  j  >, 

7  ’t  i  -i  ^  7 

ft  #  •■  $  i 

^  5 

i  ;  =>  7>  ; 

k  ft  *  2  ;  f 

i-  va  : 


*  i  i  t  :k 
i 15  xi  i  r 

m  i  i  TA 

t  *r  &  C 

’It  if  7  V-  ^ 

-:  ft  ? '% 

i  ^  v  ii 

^  ft  fe  jfx  ^ 

3*  f 


^  I 

’)  T 


A. 


1 ;  i  ^ 

46s  K  V  *7 
^  ^  s:  ; 

*  Vv  ~T  -  vi 

-7  t  y  /*r  ^ 

>  i  */  ''  -t 

r  t  U  f 

ftl  ^  A-  * 

ftft.  r  ^  /f- 
t  r  it  ,  =  t 

ft-  /  t.  Jffl 

a  4  ft  e  -*i- 

t-  iL:  >-  '  7 


4*  >  v  r^cr'  \'  ^xr'V'  ^4.'  \"  ^  >  v)  **  \V'C,  V  '<v  ■•  '  &  ■-  •*'•' 

'-4  -  ifc  4  «v4-"t'C"  ■■'•'  %-♦•&<*>- 

«-'Sg2  *.>  j.  *$g— ■$*!  ^Kii;  V*>^£»  •  \\5'  S'Jfe'S*’'-  V  4)  -  '•-'^ 

>  '-V'P/  '  ^V$SAk>  ♦<■  A~t  \*V~*' t'-1-  »'  <4 

\V  'Sg'  vr  tt-  Jriv^T^  P^sj/ 

X)  >  <S^  5^4*  4  T'  -  '*  S  A-'^tV’4  «*/  $? 

w  -  -V,\»  »■  '.K*  -  §*--  t'  *r  -  $£'  ^  »  i"c  'V.  “M  V-A>  *-> 

^  .-c  ^  ^  --  c\\\e>'«f<£  (  -oC 

4V : ^ ' <s? *  4? v- **  1?^*^  -^>4" 

,1£>  \*  4^1  'N  Wv  4  * ^  v  NT"  ^V"'^_'rv  ^  V  •$■  ^ 

^  VA-  <v  \^  ^  ^  ^  V  ^  ^  ^  V  C  -1-  K^  W  ^  ^ 

^-srV  -  S£tS£  4^  «*  ^f¥  ^  Sr^k  *  5s* 

*g£  *)  ,MV.  >(4  -\&£&PV 

4  >rx  •>  NV-T^  ^'4  V^<  #*  \r£^i-^  V  V 

^*^£4  *\^k.  ^ »Nx V'^-^_-'  > - ^  '*N ^ ^  'A'  5^  <&■.** 

JST  **  -  4fSj  BM  V“T  *  i  ^  V  '  Vxr  -»-  *^t*" ■*£}  ^  ^ 


\\N 


4  -  4  ^  -^T  c  Vv  ^  W  ^  V>  p  Aro:  v<  iV  ^  N\  *  4P.<4 V  '4® 

^4^NS  C£4^  *J-  ^  4T  V  A  ,\o  Vl\\\V  V  ^  Sr-*" 

^J?lr  ^  i  ^  ,N 

\\°x  y 

^  -  \%  §r-*^  ^  t^rv>  »n  »  sV^* 

,\ ■>  c\V  4  ^  ^  \W  v  ^  X  a.  —  j  v\^  'i&fC "  V"  v  ^  *sA^ 


ff 

'  ,“  V  >y 


n 


fl 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/aal  lee/ 


^-Vr-'\V' 


\q?  7  fa 
|  f- 

l  >• 

#  T9 

*  r*i 

f  2 

%>  if' 

i  h. 

f  * 

/  >  I  v 

-  r  a 


*  * 

If »/ 

i  * 

^  A- 

I  ?f 

;  f#i 

'7  Is 


h  S3  £1  M 

-  K-  /*  z 

t  f  t  «£ 

i  -  ' 

*  %•  f  '*- 

7)  f>-  U  i 

1  t  t/f 
.  ^ 

\<A  *%  if 

t  ~9  >i\  h 

t  {  'V  z 

p  i  »  a 

!  *r  |-  n 

*-  7.  L  '. 
-r  4 1  •)  yj^ 

*  s?  *< 

,  -00  '  ? 

I  7*  5 

-  7  i*  ' 

*  4s-  A 

f  }*i 

<  ?  * 

*  4-  J  7 

'  £2  */-  £ 

9  o  7 

’  ?  2-  * 

1  fyL  n&. 

|  ik  F- 


>  < 

(38  5r 

/H  /i 
£  *% 
ihl 

jsc  i 

■tl  > 

>-i  *  ” 

?  5 

|  A? 

»  -S’ 

*  ‘ 

%  *■ 
•>t£  -«, 

#  l 

<  f 

*  1 

%  *- 

l  % 


fl  K 

i- 

*  V 

^ri  T 

$  *■ 
7  I 

?-  j?- 

f  /it 
f  Ji 

^  i 

u  *- 

A  '- 

<*  j 
#  * 

if  & 

e  ifl 

& 
fa  # 


fu  ? 


7  ^ 
^  pfl 


f  fl  $K  - 


■*-  7 


*t  l  X 
;  ^  4t 

j.  4. 

§  1  t 
Jt  I  & 

^  ||  t 

1  T  8 

s<r  '?)  7s- 

%  *  9.  A 
J  £  ''' 
7*  /!"  i^'') 

« y.  to  I  '~l 

*>l  * 

1  T  ' 

«  L 

n  it 

-r  ft  i- 
?  4  if) 

B  '?  i  ti- 
Bf  >  ij 
<  r  »?' 

T  ^  ^ 

S  4  A 

>  'l  L 

k  ?? 


^  iv\ 

/  i|U 

Al 

^  4/ 


?  ^IT 
4  /v6 


2  A 
*r  Jl 

•ft.  T 
/  7^ 

II  f 

l»4  5^ 
fT  X 
B  % 


[iffi 


r 


n 


i  -  * 


L 


.sv-.l  .T  :-0.  22C  /v\ 

pgffQ  J 

'WRErdlt  m^TTOl'S  of  the  United  Statoe-Japan,  1931-1941  ^ 

762. 94/484 »  Telegram  Vo1*  11 '  PP*  143-145 

The  Ambassador  in  the  So'-i»o  (Tiucu  t «.  ■  *nhardt)  to  the  Secretary  of  State 

(Pcrt^hiao.-  -e>  trroti) 

Masoc*,  March  24,  1941—3  p.m. 
(Received  March  25 — 7.3C  a.m.^gj 

581.  This  morning  I  wsb  given  the  opportunity  by  invitation  of  the 
Japanese  Ambassador,  to  talk  with  Matsuoka  ^  for  an  hour. 

natsuoka  was  emohatic  in  statin.,  that  under  nd  circumstances  would 
Japan  attack  Singapore  or  any  of  the  American,  British,  or  Dutch 
possessions,  and  he  was  insistent  that  Japan  has  no  territorial  ambitions. 
Jaian,  he  said,  was  ready  at  any  moment  to  join  the  United  States  in  a 
guarantee  of  the  territorial  integrity  or  independence  of  the  Philippine 
Islands.  As  an  evidence  of  Japan's  lack  of  territorial  ambitions,  Matsuoka 
referred  to  the  outcome  of  hie  mediation  of  the  dispute  between  Thailand 
and  Trench  Indochina.  He  said  that  Japan  would  not  go  to  war  vrith  the 
United  States,  and  added  thet  from  his  reading  of  American  history  it 
appeared  that  it  was  the  United  States  which  went  to  war  with  other 
countries {  if  a  conflict  should  take  place  it  would  come  about  only  as  the 
result  of  affirmative  action  by  the  United  States. 

Matsuoka  said  that  he  desired  ardently  to  liquidate  the  war  in  China 
at  the  earliest  possible  date.  Chlang  Kai-shek  was  relying  upon  American 
help,  he  saiu,  and  any  time  the  President  of  the  United  States  wanted  to 
bring  the  Sino-Japanese  conflict  to  an  end  on  terms  satisfactory  to  all 
ooncernoc,  he  was  in  a  position  to  do  it  by  bringing  his  influence  to  bear 
in  this  direction  upon  Chiang  Kai-shek, 

I  asked  him  whether  he  hRd  in  mind  terms  ♦'hiefc  he  was  sure  Chiang 
Kai-shek  would  be  entirely  willing  to  accept  and  which  would  meet  with  the 
Presidont's  approval.  He  replied  that  instructions  had  recently  been  sent 
to  Komura  to  take  the  subject  up  with  the  President  and  to  discuss 
with  the  latter  the  terms  on  vhich  tho  Sino-Jnpnnese  war  could  be  terminated. 
Matsuika  said  that  now  was  the  time  when  statesmen  should  take  decisive 
notion  and  that  it  is  the  "big  things,  not  the  little  things"  that  matter; 
in  nis  opinion  the  President  is  afforded  a  splendid  opportunity  "to  clear 
up  tho  entire  Far  Eastern  situation"  by  discussing  with  Nomura  the  terms  on 
which  the  war  in  China  could  be  brought  to  a  close.  He  addea  that  he 
wif-hed  the  President  and  tho  Secretary  of  State  would  trust  him;  on  his 
reoord  over  the  past  few  years,  he  said,  he  did  not  blame  them  for  not 
having  confidence  in  him,  but  that  if  they  would  give  him  the  opportunity 
he  would  prove  to  them  that  Japan  had  no  territorial  or  economic  ambition, 
and  that  if  an  understanding  were  reached  regarded  by  us  all  as  reasonable 
he  voula  fight  to  put  It  through  should  any  elemonts  in  Japan  oppose  it. 

12  Tel<gram  in  threo  sections. 

13  Japanese  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  on  special  mission  to  the 
Soviet  Union. 

14  Japanese  Ambassador  in  the  United  Statos, 


J 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/aal  lee/ 


DOCUMENT  NO.  220  /A  P  nt-o  0 

In  roply  to  what  he  had  first  said,  I  merely  su&gestcu  to  K&tsuoka 
thAt  ho  instruct  Nomura  most  explicitly  as  to  exactly  what  was  in  hie 
mind  ne  a  basis  for  ending  the  v-or  with  China,  and  that  he  leave  nothing 
open  either  to  dunce  or  to  misundor standi". ...  Again  ho  was  emphatic  at 
thio  point  in  insisting  on  the.  acceptability  of  tho  t'  rras  which  hr  i.rd  in 
mind. 

Hatsuolca  characterized  as  "ridiculous"  any  fours  which  were  expressed 
in  the  United  States  over  interference  with  supplies  of  rubber  and  tin, 
as  tm  se  commodities  were  obviously  for  consumption  in  the  only  marlcet 
that  was  largo  enouch  to  absorb  them;  namely,  the  United  States.  It 
would,  be  fdlly,  he  said,  to  interfere  with  the  export  of  these 
commodities  to  the  United  States. 


Hr  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  was  to  the  Soviet  Union's  interest 
to  encourage  war  between  Japan  and  the  United  Statoe,  and  he  said  that 
he  was  well  aware  of  the.  harm  to  Japan  which  would  follow  from  any  such 
conflict. 
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